
A Literary Series of distinction!

Introduced to the Festival in 2000 by Roy Hattersley, the literary series has become a major
part of the Festival. Speakers in recent years include:

Kate Adie
Tariq Ali
Beryl Bainbridge
George Baker
Joan Bakewell
Iain Banks
Julian Barnes
Louis de Bernières
General Sir Peter de la Billière
Michael Billington
Rabbi Lionel Blue
Alain de Botton
Jeremy Bowen
Michael Buerk
Menzies Campbell
Barry Cryer
Melvyn Bragg
Robin Cook
Andrew Davies
Lord Deedes
Michael Dobbs
Margaret Drabble
Dowager Duchess of Devonshire
Antonia Fraser
Michael Frayn
Germaine Greer
Valerie Grove
Ffion Hague
William Hague



Sheila Hancock
Joanne Harris
Roy Hattersley
Robert Harris
Edna Healey
Michael Heseltine
Gavin Hewitt
Michael Holroyd
Tony Howard
John Humphrys
Douglas Hurd
Richard Ingrams
Roy Jenkins
Sir Simon Jenkins
Sir Jeremy Isaacs
General Sir Mike Jackson
Howard Jacobson
P D James
Robert Lacey
Jane Lapotaire
Norman Lebrecht
Doris Lessing
Penelope Lively
Dr Tessa Livingstone
Robert McCrum
Ian McEwan
Fiona MacCarthy
Claire Macdonald
Sue MacGregor
Andrew Marr
Anna Massey
Deborah Moggach
Blake Morrison
Sir John Mortimer
Charlotte Mosley
James Naughtie
Andrew O’Hagan
Ben Okri
Michael Palin
Matthew Parris
Dr Raj Persaud
Rosamunde Pilcher
Libby Purves
Vanessa Redgrave
Stella Rimington
Prunella Scales
Will Self
John Sergeant
John Simpson
Earl Spencer
Lady Henrietta Spencer-Churchill
Hilary Spurling
Patrick Stewart
Tom Stoppard
Sir Roy Strong



Janet Suzman
Sandi Toksvig
Claire Tomalin
Sue Townsend
Joanna Trollope
Lynne Truss
Gore Vidal
Fay Weldon
Stanley Wells
Katharine Whitehorn
Shirley Williams
Richard Wilson
Lord Robert Winston


